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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Knowing

Go

In our Tuesday Night Study Group we have been examining how we can care for
our souls and how we can love and stay connected to God. A couple of weeks ago we
discussed a powerful quote as we were examining how we could begin the process of
developing a “rule of life,” in other words a framework for how we meet God on a
daily, weekly and monthly basis and live out our desire to be conformed in the image
of Christ.

What matters supremely, therefore, is not, in the last analysis, the fact
that I know God, but the larger fact which underlies it — the fact that
God knows me. I am graven on the palms of his hands. I am never out of
his mind. All my knowledge of him depends on his sustained initiative
in knowing me. I know him, because he first knew me, and continues to
know me. He knows me as a friend, one who loves me; and there is no
moment when his eye is off me, or his attention distracted from me, and
no moment, therefore, when his care falters. This is momentous
knowledge. There is unspeakable comfort — the sort of comfort that en-
ergizes, be it said, not enervates — in knowing that God is constantly
taking care of me in love, and watching over me for my good. There is
tremendous relief in knowing that his love to me is utterly realistic,
based at every point on prior knowledge of the worst about me, so that
no discovery now can disillusion him about me.
J.I. Packer, Knowing God

To know that nothing we do can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus
and that nothing can disillusion God where we are concerned is the basis of a hope
that cannot be extinguished! God is real and present in us and for us. In the chaos of
life we need to hold onto the truth that we are God’s beloved and that nothing can
change this amazing fact!

Benita Harris, Senior Pastor



Dear Asbury Church Family,

I'm so excited and honored to be
your new Director of Music Ministries.
Wow! What an awesome place to be.
Everybody has been so warm and
)| welcoming, making my transition
" from Des Moines to Salisbury much
P&S, easier. A big thanks to Pastor Benita,
the staff, and music leadership
committee for guiding me as I begin
my journey at Asbury. Every day I
have been learning more about the church, its music ministry, Salisbury, and
surrounding areas. I have had the opportunity to meet most of our music ensembles
and directors through rehearsal attendance and worship. We are so blessed to have
such outstanding talent.

The Youth Music program on Tuesday, May 10 was a huge success. Congrats to all
of the directors and youth for providing a wonderful evening of uplifting music.
Another big thanks to those who played a role in making the time for fellowship and
sharing of a meal possible after the performance. I'm also grateful to all the parents
who give tremendous support to your children helping our youth music program
thrive and grow.

This coming summer we will have great moments of special music in worship
presented by soloists, ensembles, and myself.

I'look forward to providing leadership of our music ministry program for many
years to come.
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In Christ,
Michael Stefanek

Michael’s “Welcome to Asbury” Reception on Sunday, May 15
A2




“AN ACT OF LOVE”

Nine members of Asbury’s Reconciling Ministries Network (RMN)

study group recently attended a showing at Epworth United Methodist

Church of the documentary “An Act of Love.” The film tells the story of former

small town Pennsylvania pastor Rev. Frank Schaefer, who was unwittingly

it east into the spotlight in the church divisions over same sex marriage. He was

defrocked in 2013 for officiating six years earlier at the marriage of his gay son. Although the
UMC trial court’s decision was eventually overturned on appeal and Rev. Schaefer was
reinstated, Rev. Schaefer realized that he was led to advocate for change in the church as it
relates to LGBTQ rights and was invited to pastor a UMC church in California. This case, in
our Northeastern Jurisdiction of the UMC, opened the eyes of many Asburians about these
issues within our church and resulted in the formation of the RMN study group. This group
meets generally after church one Sunday per month. It seeks to advocate for policy change at
the General Conference level and to open dialogue within Asbury to educate each other on
LGBTQ issues and to discuss how our church can become even more welcoming to all.
Anyone interested in joining the study group should contact Amy Jones at

amymjq@gmail.com or (443) 260-0747.

Barbara Emery, Virginia Mayer, Frankie Shipper, Virginia Decker, and Jean Laws, Charles Emery,
Frank Shipper, Ed Moore, Vic Laws and Epworth UMC host David Garrett.

EXPLORING OUR FAITH

Consider Joining a Sunday School Class this Fall!

They will resume in September.

United Methodist Women (UMW) Bible 101 Study Class
Circle Meetings: The Bible 101 Class is
completing a study of the
Gospel of Luke, and will
begin a new study of either

eCircle: eMeeting Newsletter by Internet for June,
"Celebrating Our 5th Year Anniversary”
To receive a copy, contact Brenda Potts at

"Brenda Potts"markpotts2io@comcast.net the Book of James,
410-603-7420 Genesis, or Revelations

Eve: No regular meeting in June, July, or August when we resume study in
No date yet for the summer picnic September. We invite

those interested to join us
in the Fox Room on

_ Sunday mornings in the
Joanna: Meet on Monday, June 13, at 11:30 a.m. at Goin’ Nuts for lunch fall

Dorcas: No regular meeting in June, July, or August
Picnic on July 19 at 5:30 p.m. at Shirley Cropper’s home
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YOUTH

Romans 5:3-5

More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance,
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us
to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who
has been given to us.

Failures Aren’t the End

Recent studies have found that learning is enhanced when children and youth are
allowed to make mistakes. When someone fails and they still have the support of the peers,
parents, and other healthy relationships, then they are more likely to try different approaches,
be creative in overcoming their mistake, and figure out how to accomplish their task the next
time. In fact, praising children because of their intelligence and success rather than for their
efforts, actually makes young people struggle when the going gets tough. But when efforts
were praised, young people were much more likely to work hard and be persistent in their
efforts even if it was likely that they wouldn't succeed. The conclusion is that praising young
people for their hard work is more effective than praising people for their actual
accomplishments as long as young people
aren’t protected from their failures.

To me this speaks also to our theology of
grace. We believe that we are broken human
beings who make mistakes. Yet, at the same
time we are striving to be more and more like
Jesus and be sanctified into his likeness. The
grace of God doesn’t mean that we are given a
free pass to be horrible people because we will
be forgiven in the end, but rather, grace is
that encouragement that despite our failures
God is with us. It is the encouragement that
our failures aren’t the end but, instead, they
are an opportunity to live out God’s love
tomorrow. We may still be held accountable,
experience the consequences of our sins, may
still be called to repentance and to identify
growth areas; but we have a loving God who will help us by way of the Holy Spirit.

For young people who struggle so much with issues of self-image, confidence, and are
susceptible to emotional turmoil, we too would do well to create an environment in the church
where young people are encouraged to lead, teach, and take responsibility for their own
passions in ministry. Sure, their efforts may struggle, resources might fall into the dust bin of
history, and things might not work out according to plan, but the efforts of young people will
grow them into the future leaders of the faith.

Eric Warner, Associate Pastor

HLIVA 410 ONTJO'1dXA



FINANCE

I remember using petite-sized Sunday school offering envelopes since my early childhood.
As time goes by, things change and now we have more options of ways to make donations.

Why give online and/or by electronic funds transfer (EFT)?

There are several benefits to online/EFT giving for both you and the church:

First Fruits — In Proverbs 3:9, we are taught to honor the Lord with the “first fruits” of
our labor. By setting up a recurring contribution, that is scheduled to come out of your
account on the day you specify, you can ensure that your “first fruits” are given back to God.

Simplicity — You will not have to remember if you gave this month or to send in your
offering checks when you are out of town. With EFT your payment is automatic (with no fee to
the church). With online giving, availability is 24/7 (there is a 2.2% + .30 fee charged to the
church). Forget to bring checks or cash to a Sunday service? No problem, just use your smart
phone and the QR Code in the bulletin or log onto www.asburyweb.org to make your
offering. Maybe you use envelopes, but there is a special appeal during the service. If you
donate online, you will receive the appropriate tax documentation for your donations.

Security — Online giving is secure in that an electronic gift cannot be lost or stolen. Our

system uses secure industry standard encryption.

Reporting — You'll receive the same charity giving report for income tax purposes on your
contribution as if you contributed through the offering plate. In addition, online
contributions require less processing from our administrative staff since the information is

logged and deposited automatically.

Many donors are becoming more comfortable with online giving. “Nearly 1 of 5 donors say
they’ve used their mobile device to give to a charity’s website, up from just 10 percent two
years prior. While the largest jump is among donors under 40, even the oldest donor segment

of 60 and older nearly doubled”. *

Regardless of your preferred giving method, it is
important to remember II Corinthians 9:6-7, "Each of
you must give as you have made up your mind, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.”

Submitted by: Sara Lewis

*(Dunham+Company Study: Explosive Growth in Donations Via
Mobile Devices, March 23, 2016).

Jan - April | Budget

Income & Expenses | 16-Actual | 2016
Pledge Contributions | $214,040{$669,247
Plate Contributions $9,915| $40,520
Special Contributions $2,489] $10,000
Endowment $10,884] $10,884
Rentals $11,682] $25,576
Interest-checking/ $83] $5,108
Gain/loss on stock $0 -$100
Total Income| $248,992|$761,235
Property Expenses $57,560|$152,072
Ministry Expenses $79,56821$276,028
Administrative Ex- $38,540|$115,225
Apportionments $33,895| $91,595
Employee Benefits $31,540|$126,315
Total Expenses| $241,117[$761,235
Net $7,875 $0




ASBURY’S CARD MINISTRY: When You Care Enough to Send the Very Best

Asbury’s Card Ministry produces hand-made greeting cards for the Church to send to
members, prospective members, friends and the Peninsula-Delaware Conference. An
ambitious group of Asbury ladies puts their creative talents to work making holiday, birthday,
sympathy, encouragement, thinking of you, thank you, congratulations, new baby and
requested cards throughout the year. An average of 20-30 cards are sent out monthly, and
over 50 cards are sent out at Easter, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Each card sent lets someone know that their Church family is thinking of them, cares
about them and is there to support them. Visitation Pastor Bill Sterling always writes a
special message in each card, providing that personal connection, especially for our Friends
At Home. “Church members love receiving the cards,” says Carol Bisker, Card Ministry
Coordinator. “We receive phone calls and thank-you notes letting us know how much the cards
touch peoples’ hearts.”

Begun in 2004 as a joint effort between Virginia Catley, who was heading up Care
Ministries, and Debra Groh, demonstrator for Stampin’ Up, the ladies got hooked on the
creativity, techniques and challenges of card making. In turn, this led to the decision in
2005 to replace the mass-produced, commercial cards Asbury had been using, with
personalized, creative works of art by Church members. Thus, the Card Ministry was born.
Originally the card-makers did their creative work at church but now find it easier to Work
from home with their supplies close at hand. : R

Interested in participating in the Card Ministry? Call Carol
Bisker (410-749-3563). Monetary donations for supplies | |
are also appreciated and can be made either as a direct gift to
the Card Ministry or as a memorial contribution designated
for the Card Ministry.

Currently active Card Ministry members are: Carol Bisker,
Marilyn Mann, Marlene Pulhamus and Emily Saulsbury. “We
all like knowing that we can share our God-given abilities in
bringing comfort to others,” says Carol.

Susan Peacock

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY
Ask those involved and they will tell you that community gardens produce more than vegetables.
Involving neighbors and the commumty living around the location of the garden has a history of
mcludmg many of the neighbors in the process. Bringing a commumty together in this way has a very
positive effect on the community....reducing crime and removing a bhghtmg influence. One of my
favorite things that I have heard about children's involvement in gardens is that children who grow
carrots and other vegetables eat what they grow. Communlty gardens give neighbors the opportunity
to have fresh, locally grown vegetables, in many cases improving the nutritional value of their diet.
We at Asbury have an opportunity to be involved in such a garden.
A /= There are, the last I heard, nine community gardens sponsored by local
' churches in the Salisbury area and more locations are available. Time is
running out for us to get involved this season....we need to act soon. One
of the most important ingredients for a successful garden is a core group
Vi o | of dedicated people. It will take a concentrated effort to get the garden
. \ g P ” started and some on- going work through the growmg season to keep it
- / going. If you would like to be involved in this ministry, please contact

me at either louisrimbach@aol.com or call me at 410-370-6561.
Lou Rimbach
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More than Music

It’s an Asbury Tuesday and all through the halls,
the voices of children are filling our walls.
There’s laughter and singing and bell-ringing joy,
and hours filled with meaning for each girl and boy.
The Mozarts love dancing with Pam, Vera and Nan,
and praising our Savior with sweet, clapping hands.
And then there’s the Cherubs, whose time has been spent
learning songs about donkeys...and paying the rent!
The Krazies are working on lots of great deeds
to fill up their crosses with meaningful beads.
Celebration’s made up of our favorite teens,
who use proper ‘SINGLISH'...(they know what that means).
It’s all about counting with bells, I hear tell,
and Revelation Ringers do that really well.

There is laughter and learning and teamwork and love,
and praise for our Father in Heaven above.
Though our Asbury Tuesdays have come to an end,
We leave here together, musicians and friends.

Written by: Heather Harman

Thank you for a Great Year of Children and Youth Music!
Pam Ollinger, Krazy Kidz Singers and Little Mozarts; Danielle Comeau, Krazy Kidz Ringers;
Heather Harman and Angela Roberts, Cherub Choir; Nan Richerson, Little Mozarts; Vera Street,
Little Mozarts; Melissa Graham, Celebration Singers; Carol Walston, Revelation Ringers.



158 W. Market Street Salisbury, Maryland 21801 410-749-9777
Store Hours: Thursday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

***Donations can be dropped off Monday and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon and also during store w

hours on Thursday and Saturday

ASBURY SERVICE PROJECT
“Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position.” —James 1:9

Many of the people that your Asbury Service Project teams are blessed to serve embody Z
these words of James. In the midst of poverty in this world, they are spiritually wealthy and
generous. Last year, two of our work teams were given the opportunity to serve such a family, Q
and Pastor Eric relates that experience here:

The family that my team served was struggling to live together, not because of any

conflict, but because the trailer in which they lived was far too small. Some of the children O
even had to live up the road with their grandparents. We were tasked with being one of

several teams who would work throughout the summer to build a two-room addition H
onto their trailer. Scotty, the father, worked diligently alongside us, helping us in every

way he could. I remember the times when we would take our lunch breaks and he would m
Join us for food and devotions, make us laugh with his southern style humor, and ask us

about our lives. It was such a joy to know that the work we were doing would change the m
lives of a family separated by a major economic downturn in the area. This is the work

that Jesus calls us to daily as we partner with God in healing a broken world; slowly

putting it back together as God intended it to be. I trust that our one week of effort will

leave generations to come better off than before we began our work.

Your ASP team will once again travel to Appalachia to serve in just a few days. On June 18,
through the grace of God and your generous support, we will take seven work teams to visit our
friends at Newbern United Methodist Church, and then on to our work center in Wyoming County,
West Virginia. We go as Christ’s ambassadors, and representatives of you, our Asbury family. Thank
you for your continued support of this ministry, and for holding this mission in your prayers.

Come to the 8:30 Garden Service on July 10 to hear some of our team recount their experiences
from this years’ trip. In His Service, Carlton Bradshaw

CHURCH AND SOCIETY: DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that the farmers market now takes credit cards? That is right. Now, you no longer
have to worry about bringing enough cash to the market on Tuesday afternoons.

The market is in full swing. Last week there were eighteen vendors present including
fresh strawberries and homemade ice cream. For the first time this year Bob has brought his ice cream
truck serving homemade ice cream and milk shakes. And, if you love mushrooms, as I do, you don't want
to miss the fresh ones grown by King mushroom farm. What a difference from those bought in the
supermarket. Of course your Church and Society group will be there offering fair trade coffee, chocolate,
tea and cocoa.

Don't forget, a trip to the farmers market not only puts fresh, locally grown food on your table but also
helps Asbury UMC. That is right. Three percent of all sales at the market goes to Asbury. Last year over
six thousand dollars came to Asbury UMC from market sales.

The market is on summer hours now....2:30 to 6:00 PM....Stop by the Fair Trade tent and say Hi.

Hope to see you there! Lou Rimbach



LEADERSHIP

STRUCTURE AND LEADERSHIP

Let me begin this discussion with the understanding that Jesus Christ is the head of the
church and everything flows from him: And God placed all things under his feet and
appointed him to be head over everything for the church. Ephesians 1:22 (NIV)

From the beginning of John Wesley’s ministry, he recognized the importance of
organization in helping to develop mature Christians. One of the core components of John
Wesley’s organization was small groups. Over the centuries, this concept has not changed
in its importance for our spiritual development. The focus on small groups came to the
forefront in the survey conducted at Asbury last fall and the subsequent planning session.
To coordinate the many small groups, John Wesley created a hierarchy for the glue to hold
the groups together. (For an analysis of John Wesley’s organizational development that led

to the development of the Methodist Church, go to http://place.asburyseminary.edu/cgi/
viewcontent.cgi?article=1156&context=asburyjournal).

I bring this up because there have been questions about how Asbury is run and who
does the running. Understanding and navigating the leadership structure of the United
Methodist Church and specifically Asbury, can be a bit daunting without a map. Below is a
chart delineating the paid staff structure and the lay leadership structure with the reporting
hierarchy. Over the coming months, the functions of each department and committee will
be defined. The objective is to provide a clear understanding of how Asbury is operated. We
invite anyone who would like to become a part of the leadership and ministries of Asbury to
make your wish known to either Pastor Benita or Pastor Eric.

Calvin Peacock
Leadership Team, Chair

Senior Pastor: Benita Harris

Word, Sacrament, Service and Order -
Leadership Devulopmonl. Vision and

Assoclate Pastor: Eric Wamner

Word, Sacrament, Service and Order -
Program Ministries

Karen Corwin Office
Administrative Office Manager Volunteers
L === T —. T S e —
Directors of Ministries and Administration at Asbury United Methodist Church LAY LEADERSHIP
Casey Taylor, Leadership Team
Bifl Sterling Janice Wilkinson Heather Harman Director Micheal Stefanek r - {Chureh Council)
Asbury Child
Pastor of 9 . Director of Childran Director of Music
Visitation Director of Finance and Building and Care Ministries] Dev&l:l::nrenl Ministries .
L Center | — Trustees
| | I
Admintstrative Assistant e y
Church Treasurers Assistant Hursery Director Di
— Children's Choirs — Finance
Shirley Sitvia, David | |Sheri Burchard Attendants Danna Abbott Accompenist
Ryan, Frankle ' Organ Substitutes
Shipper
_y | Staff Parish Relations
Bulld I Administrative {Human Resource}
|| ©Buicne | Assistant
j Tracey
LR L0 Duqustte —+» | Nominations Committee
|
L] Complets ACOC Teachers L& |Lay Partners for Ministries
Cleaning, Inc. == send Helpen
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