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PASTOR’S MESSAGE

Christian Hospitality

I recently watched a funny, but telling,
standup comedy act where the comedian
contrasts what it was like when someone
knocked on our front door 50 years ago,
to someone knocking on our front door
today. Fifty years ago, the whole family
jumped up with excitement to have a visi-
tor, the special guest cake was brought to
the dining room in order to be shared
with whoever it could be, the TV and radio
were shut off, and the whole house was
already clean in anticipation of that unan-
nounced guest. It was just expected that
someone might drop by every day of the
week. But today, if someone knocks at the
door we might say, “What was that
sound? Be quiet!” “Maybe they’ll go away
if they don’t know we’re home. Is the car
in the garage or in the driveway?” “It’s
probably one of those door-to-door
salesmen.” Though this is exaggerated,
this contrast may put into context our call
to be people of hospitality in the world in
which we live.

Christian hospitality is more than
having a Bundt cake sitting on the kitchen
counter; it is more about inviting people
to be in a relationship with us and our
families. It is about inviting people of all
walks of life to feel at home in a
nonjudgmental place. This is why we see
Jesus eating with tax collectors, healing
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lepers, proclaiming good news for the
poor, sharing the love of God with a
Samaritan woman, and turning water into
wine at a wedding feast. Wherever Jesus
went, people were most important.
Hospitality amongst us may have declined
over the years. It may have been replaced
by the desire for success, materialism,
individualism, political and social divides.
But Jesus, in the very relationship He has
with each of us, calls us to focus first and
foremost on our relationships with others.
The greatest commandments of Jesus are
to love God and love our neighbor;
relationships are most important to him.
So might we be intentional in
building relationships in our community?
How many of us know our neighbors,
have invited them over for dinner, or have
shared the joy of our children with them?
We have neighbors in our nursing homes
who are alone and the smile of a child
might be just what they need. Maybe it is
time to open our homes, our churches,
and our little corners of the world in order
to welcome people to experience the rich
love that Christ first offered us.

Eric Warner, Associate Pastor



A new chapter is about to begin in the history of the Music Ministries at Asbury Church. The church
will experience the directorship of Michael Stefanek, starting May 2, 2016. Consequently, it might be
well to recapture the history of previous stewards of this ministry.
Early on, Clara Walton directed the music for the congregation up until 1907. Mrs. Martindale,
wife of Rev. Thomas E. Martindale, a pastor at Asbury, carried on the music duties until 1915. Nina
Veale served as director from 1915 to 1928. Frances Hopkins, a well-known pianist, carried the torch
from about 1928 to 1935. Then, Mrs. Hildred Moller, a known community musician, served from 1935 d

to 1941.

Mrs. Arla Hayman, wife of Graham Hayman, took the position of director in 1942 until 1949. In later m
years, her husband, Graham, was a devoted member of the Chancel Choir.

One of the reasons for my involvement in this history narrative was my participation as a Youth Q
Choir member. David Kidder was appointed the Director of Religious Education and Director of Music
in 1949. My sister and I took part in several musical programs under his direction in the early 1950s.
The Youth Choir rehearsals were held in a concrete-sided building behind the Fellowship Hall while di-
rected by Joseph Armbrust and Joseph Privette. During Mr. Privette’s tenure from 1956 to 1965, Asbury
built a new facility, with Mr. Privette instrumental in acquiring a 55 rank/3000 pipe organ for the
production of service music in the large, reverberant Nave.

Homer Jackson (1963-1973) and William Evans (1973-1974) carried on the direction of the music
program at Asbury. Mr. Jackson, I hear, was quite a musician, enjoying a career as a jazz pianist after
leaving Asbury. Gordon Turk, a young talented musician, directed choirs for one year before going on to
play the organ at the Ocean Grove seaside in New Jersey (where he still is performing).

Next we come to the service of Taylor Harvey, for 28 years (1975 to 2003) the steward of the Music
Ministries at Asbury. Taylor did much to offer an excellent music program in all areas, as well as seeing
to minor repairs to the organ. Following his tenure, Robert Young came onboard continuing the
development and expansion of the music department. Robert also headed up a campaign with
committee members to completely restore the Casavant organ, after 50 years of usage at Asbury.

Praise also goes to two talented ladies who served as interim directors on the music program: Lee
Bicknell and Barbara Hall, both having outstanding music credentials, led the choirs on their spiritual
journeys.

It has been an honor to have been associated with the ever-changing music program at Asbury. This
inspirational journey of 50 plus years was due to the leadership of a variety of talented directors.

Peace. Bettie L. Messick, Chancel Choir and Music Committee member

Upcoming Thank You Reception & Welcome Reception for Music

Please join us on Sunday, May 1 after the 11 o’clock service to thank our wonderful interims —
Dr. Brian Dean, Pianist & Organist and Megan Centineo, Chancel Choir Director. We will be having
punch and cookies in the Narthex, which will give us an opportunity to show them how much we
have appreciated their time with us as our interims.

Also, on Sunday, May 15 following the 11 o’clock service, we will be
holding a reception to welcome our new Director of Music Ministries,
Michael Stefanek in the Narthex. Light Refreshments will be served. This
will give Michael a couple of weeks to start settling in and allow us to
spend time after the service greeting him and welcoming him to our
Asbury family.

Please plan on attending both of these important events to offer our
thanksgiving for those that have helped us during our search, and for the
one who will be leading us into the next phase of our musical journey at
Asbury.




EXPLORING OUR FAITH

The Wired Word Class 10 a.m.

Have you ever considered joining an adult
Sunday school class but don't feel like you have
a lot of time for preparation?

Why don't you consider joining us in the

Catley Library at 10 a.m. for The Wired Word?
Each week you will receive a lesson via email
concerning a current national or international
event or topic. The lessons contain thought
provoking questions and relevant scripture,
which leads to interesting classroom
discussions.

There are no materials to purchase and the
lessons are independent of one another, so if you
miss a week you aren't falling behind. If you are
interested in joining us just send John and
Shelly Marshall an email

at mrsjmarshall@msn.com so they can add you

to the list to receive your lesson.

The Lounge Class 9:50 to 10:45 a.m.

The Lounge Class, meeting in the Mackey Room,
is designed to have the class members select and
lead the weekly topic and encourage dynamic
discussions using contemporary and traditional
materials in the second half of the class.

May 1
Charles Emery: Embracing an Adult Faith, Part 1

May 8
Mother’s Day (open chat)

May 15
Frankie Shipper: Embracing an Adult Faith, Part 2

May 22
Nancy Rubenson: Nancy’s Surprise

May 29 Memorial Day Weekend
OPEN CHAT

Bible 101 Study Class 10 a.m.

Having completed our Lenten Study, we are continuing our study of The Gospel of Luke, and we are
learning about the life, teaching, deeds, suffering and death of Jesus the Christ. This is not a lecture
type class, and we have very challenging discussions. All who are interested in reading and discussing
The Scriptures are invited to join us in the Fox Room on Sunday Mornings at 10:00 a.m.

United Methodist Women (UMW)
Circle Meetings

Dorcas Tuesday, May 10 7:30 p.m. Mackey Room, Hostess: Sylvia Bullion
eCircle Wednesday, May 25 6 p.m.
Dinner Meeting & Social at Back Street Grill, 401 Snow Hill Rd, Salisbury
Hosted by Brenda Potts and Robin Holloway
Contact Brenda at markpotts210@comecast.net or 410-603-7420
Eve Wednesday, May 18 7:15 p.m. Home of Angela Roberts
Joanna Monday, May 9 10:.00a.m. Home of Carol Bisker



2 Timothy 3:16-17

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

Engaging Young People with the Bible

Recent studies have found that more than 70% of young people never read their Bibles. Adrian
Bienkinsop says that in analyzing these studies, it is obvious that youth doubt the authenticity and
relevance of the Bible. They struggle with its language, strange rituals, and many laws. They also find a
hard time reconciling the violence in the Bible. No longer does the Bible hold the authority it once did
and young people tend to be especially skeptical.

Young people are still asking the big questions like “Why am I here?” and “Why do I matter?” and I
believe that the overall story of the Bible speaks profoundly of our purpose and why we are here. The
problem is that we oftentimes get caught up in the details of a text that is more than 2,000 years old,
and written by people with an entirely different understanding of life, and an entirely different
worldview. I believe the key for young people to finding meaning in scripture is for them to be able to
engage, argue, and struggle with the text. They must also have the opportunity to contemporarily
apply the Bible to their everyday experiences.

We, as parents, teachers, and leaders, are responsible for encouraging young people to study the
Bible in a way that sparks their imagination. Might they argue with Paul when he talks about women
from the perspective of a patriarchal society? Might young people debate about the violence and wars
of the Old Testament? Might they consider the difference in how Jesus talked about the poor and how
our society today talks about the poor? When young people have the opportunity to wrestle with such
questions, debate, engage, and imaginatively apply what they’re exploring, they can find out for them-
selves that the Bible has so much to offer as it speaks to one’s innermost soul.

If a young person is struggling with their looks, the Bible speaks powerfully that our identity is in
Christ and not based on how the world sees us. If we’ve made a life-changing mistake, the Bible speaks
of grace and forgiveness. If someone is looking for their purpose, scripture informs us that no matter
who we are, we have God-given gifts that we can use to make the world a better place. Over and over
again, the Bible answers our biggest questions and empowers us to live together as the beloved people
of God.

Eric Warner, Associate Pastor
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Our Walk to Emmaus

More than a year ago, we were invited to take the Walk to Emmaus. Probably, like us, many of you may
have heard of the Walk to Emmaus but did not really know what it was all about. So, what is the Walk? Itis a
community of believers whose purpose is to develop leaders for our local churches and missions. The time
commitment at first made us somewhat reluctant. After all, it was a 3-day weekend! What we both came away
with was, ‘Wow!’ Truly, it was a life transforming experience. Our eyes and hearts were re-opened to the love
and grace of God.

The weekends are separate. Men and women relate differently and therefore have separate gatherings, but
the content remains the same. We left our respective weekends with a much deeper, personal relationship
with Christ, as well as a desire to share that relationship with others. Before going on our Walk, we were
involved with church, but did not always take the opportunity to share our faith with others or to work on our
spiritual formation.

The Walk experience is a once in a lifetime opportunity. We are now involved in small groups with other
disciples as we continue our journey with Christ. If you have questions, we invite you to contact us or visit the

website http://emmaus.upperroom.org/.

Mike and Laura Crum



Children and Youth Final Concert, Tuesday, May 10!

The Little Mozarts, Cherubs, Krazy Kidz, Celebration Singers and Revelation Ringers will

conclude their 2016 season with a celebratory concert on May 10 at 5:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. All
are invited to come and hear them sing and ring God's praises! It has been a wonderful year of
making music together! Special thanks to all of their talented, dedicated directors: Pam Ollinger,
Nan Richerson, Vera Street, Heather Harman, Angela Roberts, Danielle Comeau, Melissa Graham,
and Carol Walston.

FINANCE

One of the most misunderstood concepts in the UMC is apportionments. Once I began my service
on the Salisbury District Apportionment Review team, I gained a deeper understanding of the
apportionment process.

Apportionments are a way that the United Methodist Church meets its unique characteristic of
being Connectional. As a group, we are able to support many varied ministries. The four main areas
of ministry supported by apportioned funds are: Connectional Ministries, Healthy Church
Ministries, Administrative Ministries, and Clergy Support.

In the Peninsula-Delaware Conference, the annual calculation is no longer based on membership.
For the last several years, apportionments are calculated using the church’s actual general operating
expenses for the previous three years. Missions and capital expenditures are not included in the
calculation.

Just as most churches have worked to reduce expenses, the Pen-Del Conference has worked
diligently to reduce the expenses related to Administrative Ministries. Connectional Ministries and
Healthy Church Ministries receive just over 65% of the apportioned funds.

Asbury UMC has a proud tradition of paying 100% of their apportionments. Asbury’s 2015
apportionments were $92,441, and 2016 apportionments are $91,495.

“Together, through our connected congregations, we accomplish what no single church, district or
annual conference ever could hope to do alone. In this way, each individual, each family, each
congregation gives a fair share for the church's work. We combine our prayers, presence, gifts, wit-
ness and service to make a significant difference in the lives of God's people” (umc.org).

Sara Lewis



Quilting Ministry

Quilting--the stitching together of layers of padding and fabric-- may date as far back as ancient Egypt.

The art of quilting, once an important part of women’s and young girl’s lives, has evolved into a
popular hobby for women who have a passion for fabric and sewing. Through Asbury’s active Quilting
Ministry, this passion is lovingly stitched together with a spiritual need to serve others.

The Quilting Ministry got its start in 2007 when decorative quilts and wall hangings were crafted as
part of the Christmas at Asbury celebration. The following year, under the coordination of Patty
Clendenen, the making of quilts evolved into a creative, multi-faceted ministry.

Each June, colorful patchwork quilts, sometimes as many as 20, are sent along with Asbury’s
Appalachia Service Project (ASP) teams. Each team’s family receives the hand-crafted gift at the
completion of the work week. In addition, smaller quilts are given to children in need within the ASP
community being served. In Salisbury, quilts are also presented to new home owners each time a
Habitat for Humanity house is completed. Receiving a lovingly-stitched quilt is surely a God-moment
for both the recipients and the donors.

The Quilting Ministry has even branched out and is now creating some of the church banners which
hang in the Sanctuary, as well as making a few of Pastor Benita’s clerical stoles.

Patty says what she loves best about the Quilting Ministry is being a part of a team, especially since
each quilt can be worked on by several people. Some quilters lay out squares and begin
sewing them into rows; others sew the rows together. The team then works in tandem to lay out and pin
the nearly-finished result prior to the final step of machine quilting.

You'll find the faithful quilters hard at their work every Tuesday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. in their
well-equipped workroom on the 2" floor of the Educational Wing. Besides Patty, other Asbury
members who participate regularly are Sandy Baldridge, Emily Saulsbury, Ellen Smith, and
Susan Taylor, plus two non-Asbury members, Deb Ball and Beth Stephens.

New participants are always welcome to the Quilting Ministry, but Patty emphasizes that one must
know how to use a sewing machine. Contact Patty at 443-783-5170. Donations (either materials or
monetary) are also appreciated for this ministry, as there are ongoing expenses for fabric, thread and
batting.
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Susan Peacock

Asbury’s Summer Schedule
Begins Sunday, June 5

+ Garden Service at 8:45 a.m.

+ Festive Worship at 10:00 a.m. in the
Sanctuary

Please note: the Church office will be closed on
Fridays during the summer (starting June 3 thru
September 2).




ASBURY NEWS

God’s Kitchen
It is that time once again for Asbury to serve at God’s Kitchen. We will be preparing and serving
lunch at Grace United Methodist Church on Saturday, May 28, from 9:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Anyone who is interested in helping with this ministry should call Jill Abbott at 410-896-2141.
Remember that in the book of Mark, God has called each of us to “Love thy neighbor as
yourself.” This feeding ministry is the perfect way to answer this call and to provide nourishment
and fellowship to those people in our community who are in need.

Asbury’s Little Mozarts
Does your 3 or 4-yr-old love to sing and dance? Little Mozarts registration is open for the 2016-

17 season! Contact Heather at heather@asburyweb.org, visit our website at www.asburyweb.org
for online registration, or call the church office for more information. Children must be 3

by September 1.

Coming This Fall - Don’t Miss It:

Asbury UMC will be offering Financial Peace University (FPU) this fall. FPU is a 9 week,
money-management course taught by America's most trusted financial guru, Dave

Ramsey. It teaches God's ways of handling money. Through video teaching, class discussions and
interactive small group activities, FPU presents biblical, practical steps to get from where you are
to where you've dreamed you could be. Dave and his teaching team will walk you through the
basics of budgeting, dumping debt, planning for the future and much more. The course begins on
Monday, September 26, 2016 from 6-8 p.m. and will meet every Monday at this time through
November 21, 2016. Nursery will be available for younger children. To sign up and get your
materials, please contact Karen Corwin in the church office. The cost of the course is $93.00 per
family.

Asburian Now Available on the Website

The Asburian is now available on the church website: asburyweb.org. We are excited to be able
to offer this version and save money on bulk mailing, but still want to make sure everyone gets a
copy whether it’s paper or electronic. So far, 61 members have switched to on-line. If you prefer
this version, please call the church office or let us know by email at karen@asburyweb.org. You
will be notified when the latest Asburian will be available on the website via email. Also, if you
are receiving the Asburian and wish to not receive it, please let us know. Thank you!



158 W. Market Street Salisbury, Maryland 21801 410-749-9777
Store Hours: Thursday and Saturday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Donations can be dropped off Monday and Friday 8:30 a.m. to 12 noon

Asbury Service Project (ASP)

Jerry is a retired pastor living in our local community. His life’s journey has seen him married to
the love of his life for 58 years, raising seven children and serving others throughout his ministry.
He has always had a heart for youth, serving as a scout master and working with the youth in his
congregations over the course of his many years in ministry.

Now in his seventh decade and widowed, Jerry’s physical health has declined, but his spirit is as
bright and strong as ever. He loves the Lord, loves people and loves to spend time with anyone who
will talk to him.,

In recent years, a series of heart attacks and strokes, along with diabetes and partial blindness,
have severely limited Jerry’s ability to leave his home. Traversing the steps, even with the aid of his
son who lives with him, is quite hazardous.

Your Asbury Service Project team was recently blessed with the opportunity to serve this servant.
Working through Chesapeake Housing Mission, which identifies the needy and provides the
materials, ASP builds wheelchair ramps for Jerry and others in our community who have similar
needs. These projects provide us with safety and skill training, and give us the opportunity to meet
some awesome folks.

At the end of the day, when it was time to dedicate Jerry’s new ramp, he told us how impressed he
had been watching us throughout the day. He said that he had been blessed to witness our
camaraderie and joy, and then he led the prayer. Indeed, we were blessed.

A footnote to the story: Jerry’s first pastoral appointment was to a church near Bluefield, WV, in
Mercer County. This years’ trip to Appalachia will take our group to Wyoming County, which is
adjacent to Mercer. Small world.

All of our fundraising activities are completed for the year; thank you for your generous support of
our pancake breakfasts and taco & baked potato dinners. We have completed three wheelchair ramp
builds, including Jerry’s, and we have one more to go on May 14.

Thank you, fellow Asburians, for your prayers, your presence and your financial support of this
ministry. It could not happen without you.

SUAHLO DNIATAS

In His Service,
Carlton Bradshaw

Opportunity Shop

The Opportunity Shop continues to have some of its biggest sale days ever, with the month of March
totaling over $9,000 in sales. We are consistently seeing new customers, in addition to our long-time
customers that have shopped with us for years. Our increased customer base is due impart to the renovations
of the downtown area and the visibility we now have. Social media is also playing a part in spreading the word
about our little shop, so if you are on Facebook, please like our page and share it with your friends.

Although our customers are multiplying, the one thing we don’t see increasing is the number of volunteers
we have to work and it is becoming increasingly harder to fill the 40+ time slots we have each month. We are
hoping to add some additional male volunteers, especially those that would be willing to work 10:00 to 11:00
on Thursday and Saturday mornings to help with the crowds that we have during that time. We also need
volunteers on Monday and Friday mornings to help sort, price, hang and display items. Friday is the day we
are most in need of help.

Please consider helping us with your donations and/or your time so that we can continue to raise funds to
help not only our church but our community.
Blessings,
Shelly Marshall



You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp and
put it under a basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your
light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven. Matthew 5:14-16

LEADERSHIP

Asbury UMC has many strengths. One of its primary strengths is its many and diverse ministries.
The various ministries have been highlighted in the Asburian under the heading of “God Sightings.”
At the most recent Leadership Team meeting, The Opportunity Shop presented an interesting report.
In the report, there is a continuing, almost critical, need for donations and volunteers. None of this is
news, but what did come out is the Opportunity Shop has become so well known that crowd control
has become an issue. Hence, the need for more volunteers. I recently volunteered on a Thursday
morning opening to experience the rush hour. A line had formed outside the shop for about a half a
block waiting for the doors to open. Three volunteers were behind the check-out counter. Christine
Ryan briefed me on what to expect. When the doors open, the shop filled almost completely and
instantly. My duties were to help maintain order and insure an appropriate level of integrity on the
part of the patrons. In 45 minutes, the big rush was over and some of the racks had been almost
stripped clean. At this point, the three volunteers were able to handle the remaining customers. My
total involvement was one hour.

The Op Shop commitment can be as little as one hour in a day. That one hour can be very important
in the comfort and stress level of the other volunteers. Please consider donating your time by calling
Christine Ryan at 410-749-9777.

At the April Leadership Team meeting, the SPRC, chaired by Kim Bradshaw, was recognized for
their outstanding work in filling the position of Director of Music. Peggy Genvert was recognized for
her outstanding leadership in maintaining the music program during this time of transition.

LEADERSHIP

Calvin Peacock, Leadership Team Chair

& Vacation Bible School, July 17-21, 2016

Don't be a crab! Summer is just around

the corner, and that means VBS is just a few
months away! At Surf Shack VBS, we will
help the children catch the wave of God's
amazing love! We will need lots of volunteers
¥ to make Surf Shack a success, including

¥ leaders and helpers for classrooms, snacks,
crafts, music, science and games! We can't
do it without you! Come on....DIVE IN!
Contact Heather at the church office or
heather@asburyweb.org

Registration available NOW at http://2016.cokesburyvbs.com/Asbury
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Our school year has truly flown by here at Asbury Child Development Center! We have learned and grown
so very much since September. Our students have truly flourished over the course of these nine months, and
we are so proud of their accomplishments. The dedicated teachers and staff have worked tremendously hard
and it has paid off in so many ways.

We would like to thank all of our ACDC families for the continuous support, as each and every family
provides for our school. We could not be who we are without supportive, dedicated parents and families.

We would like to announce that our school has several openings for our 2016-2017 school year. We have
openings in our 2’s classes, 3’s classes and a few spots still open in our 4’s afternoon program. Please feel free
to call our school office at 410-742-7058 to set up a tour to come and see our wonderful school! Thank you all!

Casey Taylor, Director

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS

Russell Dashiell
MEMORIALS Dale & Judy Dashiell
Irving & Jennifer Shen
Peggy Cannon Danny & Mary Moore

Don & Leslie Hughes Dr. Nevins Todd
June Dashiell Mary Carey
Mary Carey Don & Deborah Dashiell, Jr.
Pamela Lynch Russell Dashiell, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Insley, Jr.  Bill & Marlene Rinnier
Barbara Sherman Mr. & Mrs. Wade Insley, II1
Virginia Decker Virginia Carson Dorman
Louise Smith Jeanne Ruff
Irving & Jennifer Shen Donald & Suzanne Williams
Bruce & Debbie Dashiell, Jr.
Rick & Flora Glasgow Dr. David Largey
Myrna McGrath Dr. Nevins Todd, Jr.
Nick Evans Virginia Decker
Bill & Marlene Rinnier Bill & Marlene Rinnier
Bruce & Ellen Smith Mary Carey
Patrick & Connie Boccia Kevin & Lisa Gregg

Henry & Dara Lee Hanna Louise Smith
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Senior Pastor: Rev. Benita Harris
Associate Pastor: Rev. Eric Warner
Visitation Pastor: Rev. Bill Sterling

Administrative Office Manager: Karen Corwin
Administrative Assistant: Sheri Burchard

Director of Music Ministries: Michael Stefanek
Director Children and Care Ministries:

Heather Harman
Director Finance and Building:

Janice Wilkinson

ACDC: Director: Casey Taylor
Asst. Director: Danna Abbott

6T 'ON Muridd
pugjIey ‘AanqsiBS
pied ageysod 'S’
*840 Jjoag-uoN

pajsanbay] aotA1ag waN3aY

(e stepina

[ (?/O!)

advent : ‘
1dve " WA Confirmation Sunday

/(11/ 7, May 15

11:00 a.m. Service

SI0°GoMAINGSE MMM ONSqIM
SIogamAIMgseAINgse [lewy
P16T-6VL-01p :Xeq
[€1T-6¥vL-01¥ :3uoyd

[1081T puejkiejy ‘AIngsijes
anNuUsAY uspwied [0¥1
yamyp IsIpoyIs Al panuf) AIngsy

uog.n.of
91 yed

NVIINASV 34}



