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We welcome all to worship and thank you for choosing Asbury Church.

Please remember to silence your cell phone.

1ST SUNDAY IN LENT FEBRUARY 21, 2021

SFirst
SUNDAY

NI

Sermon Series:
Gifts of the Dark Wood

Sermon:
The Gift of Emptiness

Scriptures for Next Sunday:
Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:18-22; Mark 1:9-15

Music for Next Sunday :
8:00 a.m./EMA Worship: Dr. Michael Stefanek, Organ/Piano
8:45 a.m./CAYR Worship: Praise Band

11:00 a.m./FESTIVE Worship: Vocalists, Dr. Michael Stefanek,
Director/Organ/Piano




PRAYER LIST

Please pray for the families experiencing loss or illness, and for the following:

Abdullah Almutairi Wayne Hawkins Harry “Hank” Rhodes
Norman Anderson John Hall Fran Rickman

Ron Ardis Baby Julian & Darin Ruark

Susan Aydelotte the Helton Family Marc Salvador

Garrett Bailey Liz Hickman Leya Schiller
Bartholme Family Beth Hillman Jason Spence

Fred Batie Sue Higgins Sisters of the Spirit
Beard/Price Family Ray Hoffman Rev. Lawrence Staton
Robin Beattie Judy Hogan John Steelman

Rodney Beebe Joe Hogan Esther Stevenson

Josh and Rachel Birch John S. Hough, III Tim Stewart

Will Bloxom Peggy Hovermale Cathy Stratton

Howard Bozman Steve and Beverly Janso Phil and Brady Suchman
Krista Bozman Missy Johnson Chloe Tillman

Ruth Campbell Andi Stover Kennington Vanessa

Aria Carey Pam Kondoff-Micallef Pheobe Wall

Peg Castagnola Claudia Macauley Ozzie Wilkinson
Lauren and Lorie Cataldi Elizabeth Madruga Wendy Williams

Eric Chatham Marilyn Mann Junior Rodriguez-Zamudio
Sylvia Chiofolo Baby Owen & the Penny Ziegler

Pat Cooper McPhail-Drollette Family Unnamed

Shirley Cropper Karen Meredith Active Military

Sally Dempster Mezick Family Veterans

Kathy Donovan Ed Moore Our Schools and Children
Maria Dornberger Leslie Nielsen Immigrant Families
Bill Fulkrod Al Olinde LGBTQ Community
Tucky Franz Dee Palmatary Victims of all Violence
Henry Gibson Rosamond Panda Cure for Coronavirus
Bill and Lynn Goldfarb Teresa Peters All who are Lonely

Lisa Gordy Jim Plants Healthcare Workers
Ron Gordy Mary Powell Racial Justice

Eileen Haley Kara Press Faith in a secular world

Servants in Fellowship
C/\z N

The Prayer Group at Asbury continues to pray weekly for the

.
A{tar?‘ uli Febr‘uar‘y: many concerns lifted up to them confidentially. Please keep
Sara Lewis (Cha”.) this prayer ministry in your thoughts and consider joining

with them for healing and peace for all. If you need prayer
Jean Laws during the week, please contact Pastor Tom, Heather or
Sharon Dashiell Genevieve at the church, or Carol Bisker at (410) 749-3563.
Emlly SalﬂSbury Please let us know if prayers are no longer needed for
anyone on the Prayer List. We try to keep as up-to-date as
possible.




EARLY MORNING ASBURY (EMA)

8:00 AM Reflective Worship in the Sanctuary

Lay Reader: Brenda Martin

Head Usher: Rick Bisker / Sound: Sam Locke
@ Designates your invitation to stand

Prelude Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days Robert Lind
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Organ

Welcome and Announcements
® Passing the Peace of Christ

® Greeting:

One: We trust in you, O God, for you are faithful.

All: Show us your ways and teach us your paths.

One: We wait for you.

All: Lead us in your paths of truth.

One: You are faithful, O God, your love is steadfast.

All: We lift our souls to you and praise you for your goodness.

® Apostles’ Creed, No. 882

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus
Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he
descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and will come again to judge the living and
the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

® Opening Prayer:

God of Revelation, unveil your Kingdom in our midst. Show us who we truly are in
you. Open us to the possibilities. Empty us of the things that pull us away from you,
so that we are transformed. Allow us to find joy in the journey through the woods
and shalom in the midst of our reflection. Amen.

First Lesson, Genesis 9:8-17 [Scriptures found on pages 8-9]
One: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.



Second Lesson, 1 Peter 3:18-22
One: This 1s the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Musical Reflection Reflection Mark Hayes
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Piano

® Gospel Lesson, Mark 1:9-15
One: This 1s the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Prayer of Confession:

Holy One, we confess that we fall short. We have strayed from the path. We have
sinned by filling up our lives with little room for you, worried that you would not
provide, chosen to be right instead of being in relationship. Forgive and restore us, O
God. Help us to see that you choose relationship over perfection, that you love us in
spite of our shortcomings, and that through you we find forgiveness, restoration, and
peace. Amen.

Sermon The Gift of Emptiness Pastor Tom Pasmore
A Time of Reflection
Prayers and Concerns

The Lord’s Prayer [See back page]

Offering

Offertory Vision David Ritter
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Piano

& Presentation Hymn Be Present at Our Table Lord

Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored; thy creatures bless,
and grant that we may feast in paradise with Thee.

® Sending Forth

Postlude Fugue in C Minor, BWV 549 J.S. Bach
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Organ
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COME AS YOU ARE (CAYR)

8:45 AM Praise and Worship Service in Fellowship Hall

Lay Reader: Brian Gicking

Sound: Fred Webster
@ Designates your invitation to stand

Welcome and Announcements
®Passing the Peace of Christ

®0Opening Songs Build Your Kingdom Praise Band
Reckless Love

Centering Time There’s A Path Praise Band
First Lesson, Genesis 9:8-17 [Scriptures found on pages 8-9]

Second Lesson, 1 Peter 3:18-22

Children’s Message Heather Harman
Prayers and Concerns Frances Sterling
The Lord’s Prayer [See back page]

Offering Our Gifts

Offertory Fighting For Me Praise Band
® Gospel Lesson, Mark 1:9-15

Prayer of Confession:

Holy One, we confess that we fall short. We have strayed from the path. We have
sinned by filling up our lives with little room for you, worried that you would not
provide, chosen to be right instead of being in relationship. Forgive and restore us, O
God. Help us to see that you choose relationship over perfection, that you love us in
spite of our shortcomings, and that through you we find forgiveness, restoration, and
peace. Amen.

Sermon The Gift of Emptiness Pastor Tom Pasmore
A Time of Reflection

®Sending Forth

&®Closing Song There’s a Path Praise Band
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FESTIVE WORSHIP

11:00 AM Worship Service in the Sanctuary
Lay Reader: Sharon Dashiell
Head Usher: Steve Donovan / Sound: Rick Holloway

Crucifer: Cameron Mason
& Designates your invitation to stand

Prelude Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days Robert Lind
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Organ

Welcome and Announcements
®Passing the Peace of Christ

@Processional Hymn Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days Traditional
Chamber Choir
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Director

Centering Time There’s A Path Sung by Chamber Choir

@ Greeting:

One: We trust in you, O God, for you are faithful.

All: Show us your ways and teach us your paths.

One: We wait for you.

All: Lead us in your paths of truth.

One: You are faithful, O God, your love is steadfast.

All: We lift our souls to you and praise you for your goodness.

&® Opening Prayer:

God of Revelation, unveil your Kingdom in our midst. Show us who we truly are in
you. Open us to the possibilities. Empty us of the things that pull us away from you,
so that we are transformed. Allow us to find joy in the journey through the woods
and shalom in the midst of our reflection. Amen.

First Lesson, Genesis 9:8-17 [Scriptures found on pages 8-9]
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson, 1 Peter 3:18-22
One: This is the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Music Reflection Reflection Mark Hayes
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Piano




Children’s Message Heather Harman

& Gospel Lesson, Mark 1:9-15
One: This is the Gospel of our Lord, Jesus Christ.
Many: Thanks be to God.

Prayer of Confession:

Holy One, we confess that we fall short. We have strayed from the path. We have
sinned by filling up our lives with little room for you. We have worried that you
would not provide. We have chosen to be right instead of being in relationship.
Forgive and restore us, O God. Help us to see that you choose relationship over
perfection, that you love us in spite of our shortcomings, and that through you we
find forgiveness, restoration, and peace. Amen.

Sermon The Gift of Emptiness Pastor Tom Pasmore
A Time of Reflection

Prayers and Concerns

The Lord’s Prayer [See back page]

Offering

Offertory See the Lamb of God arr. Walter Ehret
Chamber Choir
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Director
See the Lamb, the Lamb of God, bearing the sins of the world. Show us your mercy, Lamb of
God, show us your mercy! See the Lamb, the Lamb of God, bearing the sins of the world. We
kneel before you, kneel to adore you, Lamb of God, bearing the sins of the world, show your
pardon and peace. Show your pardon, show your peace. See the Lame, the Lamb of God, bearing
the sins of the world, show us peace, show us your peace. Amen

& Presentation Hymn, No. 94 Be Present at Our Table Lord
Be present at our table, Lord; be here and everywhere adored; thy creatures bless,
and grant that we may feast in paradise with Thee.

® Sending Forth

Choral Benediction There’s A Path Sung by Chamber Choir

Postlude Fugue in C Minor, BWV 549 J.S. Bach
Dr. Michael Stefanek, Organ
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SCRIPTURES

1ST SUNDAY IN LENT FEBRUARY 21, 2021

Genesis 9:8-17 (New Living Translation)

Then God told Noah and his sons, “I hereby confirm my covenant with you and your
descendants, and with all the animals that were on the boat with you—the birds, the livestock,
and all the wild animals—every living creature on earth. Yes, I am confirming my covenant
with you. Never again will floodwaters kill all living creatures; never again will a flood destroy
the earth.”

Then God said, “I am giving you a sign of my covenant with you and with all living creatures,
for all generations to come. I have placed my rainbow in the clouds. It is the sign of my
covenant with you and with all the earth. When I send clouds over the earth, the rainbow will
appear in the clouds, and I will remember my covenant with you and with all living creatures.
Never again will the floodwaters destroy all life. When I see the rainbow in the clouds, I will
remember the eternal covenant between God and every living creature on earth.” Then God
said to Noah, “Yes, this rainbow is the sign of the covenant I am confirming with all the
creatures on earth.”

One: This is the Word of the Lord.
Many: Thanks be to God.

AN~

1 Peter 3:18-22 (Common English Bible)

Christ himself suffered on account of sins, once for all, the righteous one on behalf of the
unrighteous. He did this in order to bring you into the presence of God. Christ was put to death
as a human, but made alive by the Spirit. And it was by the Spirit that he went to preach to the
spirits in prison. In the past, these spirits were disobedient—when God patiently waited during
the time of Noah. Noah built an ark in which a few (that is, eight) lives were rescued through
water. Baptism is like that. It saves you now—not because it removes dirt from your body but
because it is the mark of a good conscience toward God. Your salvation comes through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at God’s right side. Now that he has gone into heaven, he
rules over all angels, authorities, and powers.
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Mark 1:9-15 (New International Version)

At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the
Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I
love; with you I am well pleased.”

At once the Spirit sent him out into the wilderness, and he was in the wilderness forty
days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.

After John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God. “The
time has come,” he said. “The kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good

news!”

One: The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Many: Thanks be to God.

e AVA~)

Sermon Notes:

e AVA~)

1. Reread the Scriptures for this week.
2. Recall a “wilderness” experience in your own life. What comes to mind?
3. What helped you move through that experience?

4. What were the spiritual gifts of that experience?

AN~

GET INVOLVED WITH YOUR COMMUNITY & CHURCH
Interested in a ministry, but not sure if it’s for you? Or maybe unsure just what you're
interested in? Talk to Kristen Wall-Love, our Director of Spiritual Formation & Membership.

We have lots of ministries serving lots of different interests. Let Kristen find one for you, or go
to a meeting and experience it for yourself. Get involved! You’ll be glad you did! Call the church
office at 410-749-2131 or email Kristen at kristen@asburyweb.org
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ASBURY NEWS

GIVING FOR LENT: Giving alms (money or goods offered freely to the poor) is one of the pillars
of Lent and an ancient practice in the Church. Jesus proclaimed in the Gospel of Matthew
25:31-46 that giving to the hungry, thirsty, naked, sick, imprisoned is giving to him and is the
key to entering his kingdom. (Excerpt taken from Kristen Wall-Love’s devotional). There are
Lenten envelopes in the pews and chairs for you to give over and above your regular giving
during the season of Lent to help provide for our ministries. God loves a cheerful giver. (2
Corinthians 9:7)

ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER: Please consider your 2021 giving by electronic funds transfer
(EFT). Itis very easy to sign up — just complete the back of your Generosity Pledge Card and
we will do all the processing. Giving by EFT lessens the worry if you have cash/checks with you
when you come to worship. This also maintains consistent giving and avoids the need to “catch
up” on your giving when you are away. We have over 55 members/friends who currently enjoy
giving electronically.

EASTER LILIES: Altar Guild is excited to be able to welcome the Easter season with the
tradition of decorating the church sanctuary and fellowship hall with beautiful Easter Lilies.
Last Easter, this tradition was put on hold due to Covid. But now, with the reopening of the
church for in-person worship, we are excited to fill the church with the beauty of the live Easter
Lilies.

Let’s welcome the season of Easter, by donating a lily in memory and/or in honor of family and
friends. Please fill out the inserted form and return it to the church. Thank you!

HYDE SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION AVAILABLE ON-LINE: The Hyde Scholarship is presented
each year to one or sometimes two graduating seniors who meet specific criteria. Applicants
must be a member of Asbury UMC and a graduate of a Wicomico County public high school
with good academic standing, and have been accepted to a 2 or 4-year college. They must also
meet Sunday School attendance requirements, and be active in other church-related activities.
The application will be on-line and is due by Tuesday, April 1, 2021. The scholarship(s) will be
presented at a later date.

ASP FUNDRAISER: We've all missed those sweet, delicious pancakes, and ASP has missed
having a regular opportunity to fundraise. It takes a lot of moving parts to get our teams to
Appalachia, and many hands make light work! Our ASP leadership has come up with an easy
way for you to add your hand to the mix. This beautiful rainbow of envelopes has dollar
amounts written on them stretching from $1-$100. One mission trip typically requires about
$18,000. If all 100 envelopes are filled with the amounts pledged, that would come out to
$5,050, which would go a long way towards making homes warmer, safer and drier!

You can pick an envelope on Sunday mornings during worship, or if you are worshipping from
home, you can send in your donation to the church office and the ASP team will match it up
with an envelope for you! Please be sure to mark donations as "ASP Envelope Fundraiser".
Thank you for supporting this important ministry!
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ASBURY NEWS

LENTEN DAILY DEVOTIONAL: If you did not get a Lenten daily devotional, they are available at
the welcome centers or you can print a pdf version off of the spiritual formation page on our
website: asburyweb.org. Don't forget that this Wednesday, Feb 24, we will be starting our
Lenten discussion group at 7pm on zoom. Email kristen@absuryweb.org for the link to join.
Come and interact in community - All are welcome!

LEADERSHIP TRAINING: If you are on one of Asbury's church administrative committees
(SPRC, Leadership, Finance, Trustees), there is leadership training available on Saturday, Feb
27 at 10:00 am - 12:00 noon - held via Zoom. Registration is now open on the Pen-Del website at
www.pen-del.org.

CHURCH TOWN HALL MEETING: Thursday, February 25, 2021 in the Fellowship Hall at
7:00pm and Tuesday, March 2, 2021 in the Sanctuary at 7:00pm. Pastor Tom will share
with you the current proposals before General Conference 2021 and will answer your questions
about the United Methodist Church and about Asbury. We hope you can join us. The meetings
in the Fellowship Hall will be live-streamed on Facebook Live.

THANK YOU AND A SINCERE APPRECIATION TO THE ASBURY FAMILY FROM CESP: For the
delicious dinners you prepared for our 15 nights for the homeless men at the Langeler
Building. Your dinners were fabulous, varied, and enjoyed by the guests. For the breakfasts
and lunches that have been delivered and have been most generous and creative. To those of
you who have volunteered for various shifts. Priceless !! There are still volunteer intake

and overnight shifts available so go on-line to check it out: tinyurl.com/cespsignup.

OPPORTUNITY SHOP UPDATE: The Opp Shop is open for sales on Thursdays, 10:00 am - 1:00
pm. Donations will be accepted Mondays, 8:30 - 11:30 am, Thursdays 9:30 - 1:00 pm, or by
appointment. Please call the church if you need an appointment. Effective immediately, we will
no longer accept plastic bags. We WILL accept paper and cloth shopping bags! Thank you for
supporting this important ministry!

SALISBURY URBAN MINISTRY NEEDS: Lazarus Food Pantry: Ramen Noodles, Side Dishes

(potatoes, rice, noodles), cereal bars. Kids Café: Flash Cards (Math), Workbooks Grade 1-5, Snacks.
Men’s Welcome Center: Men’s Boxers (sizes large to XX-Large).

Salisbury Urban Ministries is looking for donations of clean empty egg cartons. A wonderful
donor is bringing fresh eggs for the Lazarus Food Pantry and the cartons are needed to pass the
eggs out to the clients. Donations can be dropped off at Salisbury Urban Ministry located at 326
Barclay Street, Salisbury, MD or call (410) 749-1563.

SAVE-THE-DATE FOR “CARE FOR THE CAUSE”: A Virtual Fundraising Event (Website link to
be announced) Sunday, February 28, 2021 at 3 PM. There be music and entertainment by
Asbury, Bethesda, Christ, Grace, St. Andrews, Trinity, Wesley Temple and United Methodist
Churches supporting Salisbury Urban Ministries Lazarus Food Pantry, Prescription
Assistance, Men’s Welcome Center, God’s Kitchen and Kid’s Café. For more information, please
visit www.sbyurbanministries.org or call 410-749-1563.
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DATE DAY 2021 EVENTS TIME LOCATION
February
23 Tue Altar Guild 10:00am Library
23 Tue Farmer’s Market 2:30-5:30pm Parking Lot
24 Wed UMW 7:00pm
25 Church Town Hall Meeting 7:00pm Fellowship Hall
27 Sat Leadership Training 10:00am-12pm

Pastoral Staff:
Senior Pastor:
Rev. Dr. Tom Pasmore
Pastor of Care
Ministries:
Rev. Genevieve Jones
Brown

Directors of
Ministries:
Music Ministries:
Michael Stefanek
Finance & Building:
Janice Ilczuk
Children & Care
Ministries:
Heather Harman
Adult Spiritual
Formation and
Membership:
Kristen Wall-Love

Youth & Family
Ministries:
Brooke Phulesar

Asbury Child
Development Center:

Casey Taylor, Danna
Abbott

Church Support Staff:
Administrative Office
Manager:

Lydia Childs
Administrative
Assistant:

Sheri Burchard
Maintenance Worker:

Craig Brown

Nursery Staff:
Suzy Creel, Joy
Bradshaw, Katie
Anderson, Ericalyn
Killip

Conference Staff:
Bishop:
Peggy Johnson

Salisbury District
Superintendent:
Christina Blake

Conference Office:
Rob Townsend

Salisbury Urban
Ministries:
Debbie Donaway

SU Campus Minister:

Mary Haggard

Ways to Give:

9 Drop your cash or check in the offering plate during service.

9 Mail to:

Asbury United Methodist Church

Attn: Janice Ilczuk
Visit www.asburyweb.org and click “Give Here”.
[PayPal will keep 2.2% + 0.30 of each transaction]

9 Electronic Funds Transfer can be set-up with Janice Ilczuk
or through your local bank.

We have been given a unique charity link that will take you directly to

smile.amazon.com and automatically selects Asbury as the charity
recipient so that you do not have to search for us on their site. Our
direct link is: https://smile.amazon.com/ch/52-0607975

The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father
who art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom
come. Thy will be
done on earth as it is
in heaven. Give us
this day our daily
bread, and forgive us
our trespasses, as we
forgive those who
trespass against us,
and lead us not into
temptation, but
deliver us from evil.
For thine is the
kingdom, and the
power, and the glory,

for ever.

Pl ease send
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http://www.asburyweb.org

