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I am excited about what God is doing here at Asbury, as we enter into the summer 

season of slower schedules and more relaxed ministry. At the same time, we are 

gearing up for the start of Catalyst Initiative at Asbury.  

 

Our congregation and Asbury UMC in New Castle, Delaware, were the only two 

congregations in the Peninsula -Delaware Annual Conference to be selected to take 

part in this program. We join 14 congregations the Baltimore Washington Annual 

Conference who are also Catalyst congregations.  

 

We will be embarking on a 12 -month congregational cohort process of discovery, 

exploration, and renewal starting this month. We hope to initiate a Spirit -led vision 

and understanding of our community; ignite faith into action, and invigorate people 

to pursue Godõs call for our lives and community. Throughout this year we will 

learn to cultivate discipleship more deeply and intentionally, to discern and experiment, to build better 

relationships with one another and those in our community, to evaluate and design ministry for the most 

meaningful impact, to identify and leverage assets and to create alignment and systems that sustain ministry into 

the future. As a result we will increase our skills, confidence, and resilience, so that more transformed lives 

transform lives. We will do this all together as a congregation of the United Methodist Church, called by God.  

 

What can you do? We are asking you to:  

 

Å Pray for our team who will be intensively engaged in the initiative, over these next year, especially at 7:00 every 

day! 

 

Å Learn about the results of our Readiness 360 and the Catalyst Initiative  on Monday, June 13, at 5:00pm  

with our Catalyst Synergist (coach), Rev. Brian Brown. There will be a covered dish dinner followed by a 

presentation. You will meet the Catalyst team and learn more about the program and where we are as a 

congregation.  

Å Say òyesó when asked to participate in surveys or other activities our team will be asked to complete as a part of 

the initiative.  

 

This is an amazing season here at Asbury UMC and we are grateful that you are a part of it. Iõm really looking 

forward to what God is going to do with all of us.  

 

Yours in Christ,  

Pastor Tom 

2024 GE NERAL CONFERE NCE RESOURCES  

As preparations are being made for the 2024 General Conference, leaders in the Peninsula -Delaware Conference 

are offering various resources for our congregations.  

 

Among the resources available on the Peninsula -Delaware Conference website is the webinar, "Stay or Go: Real 

Talk for United Methodists Exploring Their Future".  

 

The link to these resources is:  http://www.pen -del.org/resources-for -united -methodists -discerning -our-

future Resources for United Methodists discerning our future .  The link only works in the weekly email 

blast.  

 

If you are interested in the future of the United Methodist Church, these resources provide helpful information to 

understand where we go from  here. Please take a look at them and feel free to ask Pastor Tom any questions you 

may have.  

https://pendel-email.brtapp.com/!xkVRXhTce0cDHxivSPyZI-skRWOodf5yErjcmmdxlYVFWNk7666GU-riqlHgq+3I0
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Dear Church Family,  

 

We had a wonderful Children & Youth end of year concert on May 3. The program 

featured Little Mozarts, Cherub Choir, Kingdom Kids Singers, Kingdom Kids Ringers, 

and Revelation Ringers. Our directors include MaryBeth Gicking, Heather Harman, 

Danielle Comeau, and Carol Walston. A big thanks to all of our outstanding directors & 

volunteers that shepherd our young people while creating lasting memories. After the 

concert there was a time for food and fellowship enjoyed by all.  

 

On May 22, the Salisbury Childrenõs Choir under the direction of Alice Wigfield shared 

their gift of music with us in worship at the 11 am Festive service. It was a joy and 

privilege to have them as guests. Their meaningful selections combined with beautiful 

singing, enriched those in worship.  

 

Over the summer we will have special music provided at our worship services by solos, duets, instrumental groups 

etc. I always welcome people to share their gift of music with us. If you know of anybody interested, please have 

them contact me at michael@asburyweb.org . 

 

On June 5 our Woodwinds ensemble, directed by Alan Selser, will be playing at our 10 am worship service. This is 

the first time having them play òliveó in worship for a while, so it will be an exciting Sunday.  

 

Please stay tuned for another òpiano bar for Jesus.ó We will be scheduling one later this summer.  

 

Have a wonderful summer and I look forward to seeing you in worship!  

 

Dr. Michael Stefanek  

Director of Music Ministries  

AFGHAN FAMILY PLACEM ENT ASSISTANCE  

Asbury is working with Community Partners - Afghan Placement Assistance Program (APA) to sponsor 

an Afghan family. We are getting housing, and all that goes with it, ready for our family's relocation to 

Salisbury.  Please be praying about how you can help, and return the care that Afghans showed our 

military   and civilians. We have not asked for financial contributions, but we will when a family is 

actually assigned.  

  

Here are things we need:  Adult bicycles, nightstand, dresser, 

desk & chair, area rugs,  curtains, lamps, clocks, shower curtain & 

bath rugs, patio or porch furniture. All items should be  clean and 

in good condition, something you are willing to use yourself. We 

will also supply paper products, cleaning supplies and toiletries. 

Our partners from the Delmarva Muslim Community will be 

assisting us to stock the house with appropriate staples and food.  

  

Here are ways youõll be able to help: Volunteers to: drive the 

family to appointments; move furniture and set up the house; 

organize clothing; show the family where they can get vital 

services in Salisbury; organize a contact list and picture book of 

volunteers, etc. Translators will be available.  

  

When we get more information about the family, we'll have more specific items and needs.  

  

Please contact Charles Emery at  charlescemeryms@gmail.com or 443-899-9950, or Laurie Miller at 410 -

430-1076 . 

mailto:michael@asburyweb.org
mailto:charlescemeryms@gmail.com
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Safe Sanctuaries Class  

The last Safe Sanctuary class will be Sunday, June 12 at 10:00 am   

 

The class will be an hour or less. The new ò1-2-3ó policy requires volunteers to: 

1 - sign an annual covenant  

2 - take an in -person class every 2 years  

3 - get a background check every 3 years  

 

If you are an adult volunteer, or a young adult leader in training, you will need to take this training to participate 

in Asbury ministries.   Safe Sanctuaries is a required program by the UMC to help the church protect children, 

youth and vulnerable adults, as well as the volunteers.   Call Sheri in the church office if you have any questions.  

The Summer months are here and many of our families are looking forward to their 

vacations as they pack up and head to various areas of the country. There are also 

those of us who tend to just enjoy being òhomebodiesó.  While vacations/staycations 

are enjoyed by so many of our church family, and rightfully so, the ministries of the 

church, as well as church expenses, continue to move forward.  W e ask that you 

remain faithful and consistent in your giving as the summer months can be a bit 

challenging for churches during this time.  

 

Update on our Lent/Easter offerings.  We challenged you with a goal of helping 

to fund the budgets of the Special Offerings for Lent ($700) and Easter ($4,200).  Well, everyone stepped forward 

and we have received $841 for our Lent Offering and $4,245 for our Easter Offering -- just making the Easter 

budget! You are an amazing congregation! This extra giving is over and above your regular giving and other special 

offerings that you donate each week. We are thankful for your continued support and generosity!   

 

As you review the finance chart, you 

can see we ended April with a net of 

$35,909.  Giving for the first 4 months 

has been consistent and, at this time, 

our expenses are $10,000 under what 

we had budgeted through April. This 

helped give us our net at the end of the 

month.  As mentioned before, most 

church expenses continue as usual 

through the summer even though 

many ministries take a break during 

this time. Please continue to lift the 

churchõs finances up in prayer along 

with your giving.  

 

II Corinthians 9:7 in the Amplified 

Version says this; òLet each one give 

[thoughtfully and with purpose] just as 

he has decided in his heart, not 

grudgingly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver [and 

delights in the one whose heart is in 

his gift].ó 

 

Have a blessed summer!  

 

Janice Ilczuk  

Director of Finance & Building  

Income/Expenses 
Jan-April 
2022 Actual 

Jan-April 2022 
Budget 

2022 
Annual 
Budget 

Pledge Contributions $264,733  $265,000  $670,000 

Plate Contributions $6,250  $4,500  $20,000 

Special Contributions $5,011  $4,900  $11,400 

Endowment $12,786  $12,786  $12,786 

Rentals $14,689  $13,125  $32,325 

Interest-checking/mma/cd $4,297  $4,260  $4,501 

Gain/loss on stock ($28) ($50) ($500) 

Total Income $307,738  $304,521  $750,512 

        

Property Expenses $45,030  $47,544  $110,124 

Ministry Expenses $100,215  $106,020  $315,457 

Administrative Expenses $45,211  $46,522  $138,782 

Apportionments $35,210  $35,210  $93,210 

Employee Benefits $46,162  $47,125  $141,920 

Total Expenses $271,829  $282,421  $799,493 

Net $35,909  $22,100  ($48,981) 

SAFE SANCTUA RIES  
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It has been a wonderful year of growing together in Sunday School.  I have watched in amazement each week as 

our dedicated Sunday School teachers brought the Bible to life for the kids.  Please help me thank our wonderful 

team of teachers:  

 

PreK -1st  Grade:  Suzy Creel, Kelly Taylor, Jessie OõShield, Sara Szczurko, and Ellie Hillman  

 

2nd -5th  Grade:  Kristin West, Mark Tyler, Deb Sauder, Brooke Madruga, Pawel Szczurko, and Garrett Magaha  

 

We would LOVE to have you join the team!  It is fun and REWARDING!  I invite you to prayerfully consider 

joining Brooke and I for a teacher workshop on Saturday, August 27 th .   

 

Can you imagine anything more wonderful than helping a child know Jesus?  

 

Blessings and prayers for a refreshing and renewing Summer!  

 

Heather Harman  

¶ Starting on May 31, we are beginning a major upgrade to ceilings, lights and flooring of the 

hallways on the first floor.  

 

¶ We will be closing the Memorial Hallway that runs down the side of the Sanctuary, and 

houses the Sacristy, the Bell Room, the Soul Café, and the Disciple Garden Memorial Tree.  

 

¶ Doors/entries that will be unavailable during the asbestos removal of Memorial Hallway - 

handicap, Disciplesõ Garden, Education Wing interior, doors near the maintenance office that 

lead to Fellowship Hall hallway, and all interior Sanctuary doors that lead into this hallway.  

 

¶ This hallway will be closed for asbestos removal for approximately two weeks, and then will be under 

construction for several more weeks -replacing the lights, ceiling, flooring, and painting.  

 

¶ As with any renovations, there are usually issues that come up that were not expected.  We are trying to stay 

on a tight timeframe and appreciate your patience.   

 

¶ While the Memorial Hallway is closed for asbestos removal ð to access the office areas and education wing 

please enter through the south glass doors.  

 

¶ From the Sanctuary to access restrooms you will need to use the òback hallwayó on the side of the Sanctuary 

with the windows to use the Fellowship Hall restrooms.  

 

¶ Once the asbestos is removed, the hallway will reopen so we can access those areas ð it will look like a 

construction zone as the ceiling, lights, flooring is replaced,  so please be careful in those areas.  

 

¶ On approximately June 13, we are hoping to start the asbestos removal on the first floor of the education wing.  

During this removal there will not be any access to this wing at all ð including the 2 nd floor.  This should take 

approximately two weeks and then will be open again during the remaining construction.  

 

This is a big project that will significantly improve our existing facilities. We want to make sure that you are aware 

that there will be disruptions to the summer activities here at Asbury. We are excited for this project to be done so 

that we can see these upgrades in place.  Any questions, please contact Janice or Pastor Tom.  

 

***Please refer to the drawing on page 6 for closures and access availability.  

MEMORIAL HA LLWAY REN OV ATIONS  

THANK YOU,  S UNDA Y SC HOOL TEACHERS!  
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ASBURY SERVICE PROJE CT UPDATE  

Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must 

remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.  -John 15:4  

 

This excerpt from Jesusõ extended òvineó metaphor provides the inspiration for this 

yearõs ASP theme, òRooted in Loveó. Later in that same chapter, Jesus explains the 

roots of the Holy Vine: òMy command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.ó   

 

And so your ASP team heads to Clay County, West Virginia on a mission to love our 

neighbors as Jesus has loved us. This love looks dirty and sweaty, and is physically 

exhausting. This love sacrifices a week of home, summer vacation, cell phones, and 

social media. And this love bears fruit in our lives in abundance far beyond our own 

efforts.  

 

Be sure to join us in either of the worship services on July 10, where our work teams will share their ASP 

experiences. You will hear accounts of work performed and relationships with Godõs children who we never knew 

prior to the week, who are now connected to our souls.  

 

Thank you, Asbury for your prayers and financial support of this ministry. You have cultivated the soil in which we 

are rooted.  

 

If you have any questions do not hesitate to call me at 410 -896-2776. 

 

Carlton Bradshaw  

We have had a truly wonderful school year here at Asbury Child 

Development Center!  

 

Our summer program is currently running and the students are really 

having a wonderful time enjoying all of the exciting activities and hands 

on fun!  

 

We are currently enrolling for our 2022 -2023 school year and have openings in our 2õs and 3õs Tuesday/Thursday 

classes and 4õs programs. If you would like to gather some more information about our wonderful school, please call 

Casey Taylor at 410.742.7058 or casey@asburyweb.org. 

ASBURY CHILD  DEVELOP MENT CENTER    
Casey  Tay lo r ,  Di recto r  o f  ACDC  

CHILDRENõS MINISTRY         
Hea the r  Ha rman ,  Di rec to r  o f  Childrenõs Ministry 

          Discovery on Adventure Island VBS is coming!  

 

If you thought Knights of North Castle was fun...just WAIT until you see Discovery on 

Adventure Island! You can pack away your snowsuits and winter boots and pull out the flip 

flops and bug  spray, because this July we are taking our adventurers on a journey  through 

a lush tropical paradise!   Will we find all of the Infinity Lanterns hidden by Professor 

Luminari? If we do, we can let our light shine and point the way to Jesus for all to see!  

 

Discovery on Adventure Island VBS is for kids ages PreK through 4 th  Grade, and will take 

place on FOUR nights, July 10 -13, from 5:45 -8:00 PM.  As you all know, we will need LOTS 

of helpers to bring this incredibly fun adventure  to life for the kids!  We need adult and youth volunteers in the 

following areas: Decorating, Sound, Snacks, Music, Drama, Games, Science, and Class Leaders  

 

Registration for kids will open up in early June, once we have our team in place.  Contact Heather or Brooke to let 

us know how you would like to help bring the adventure to life for the kids!  heather@asburyweb.org , 

brooke@asburyweb.org  

tel:410.742.7058

